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INTERIORS

Creativity, a love of simplicity and a dedication to
repurposing old, discarded materials has inspired
Ratrin Arens’ distinctive range of furniture,

showcased perfectly in her beautiful Italian home
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INTERIORS

caffolding boards seem unlikely
items to shape the course of a life
butin the case of designer Katrin
Arens, these humble objects
were the starting point for

an unexpected career.

Her spacious, rustic home,

halfan hour from Bergamo
innorthern Iraly, is filled
with a mix of stylish furniture,
all made to her own design from a mix of old,
salvaged woods. Now the basis of a thriving
business, reclaimed timber first interested her as
a graphic-design student in her native Germany,
when she used it to build a couple of very basic
itemns for her flat. It was when she won a year’s
sculpture scholarship to the 16th-century hilltop
town of Bergamo that she decided to explore the
commercial possibilities alongside her studies.

The arcane skills learnt on her course - mixing
her own glue and paint to ancient recipes, and the
intricacies of traditional furniture restoration - came
in handy when making her own pieces. Katrin started
experimenting with scaffolding planks, and, despite
having no technical knowledge, managed to come up
with prototypes for a table and bookshelf. “T wanted
to show discarded material in a new context - to turn
itinto beautiful, useful objects of desire and prove o9
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in the kitchen, white
Arne Jacobsen dining
chairs provide a sleek
contrast with Katrin's
rough-hewn furniture,
crafted from old
scaffolding boards.
Her simple white china
proved so popular with
clients that she now

ells a range online
RIGHT AND OPPOSITE
Open shelving and an
old wooden pallet rack
by Katrin are used to
display her collection
of colourful ceramics
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